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Intfroduction

Every two years, the Texas Legislature meets at the Capitol to debate and pass legislation. Historically, these policy
debates have been shaped by legislators and other key influencers including industry and policy experts, consumer
advocates, and the media. While much of that debate and attempts to influence policy continues to take place in

person at the Capitol and over traditional earned and paid media channels, a large share of that conversation now

takes place on social media.
In many cases, the general public, public officials, and media learn about new developments in policy debates on
social media, and the #TxLege hashtag serves as a primary means to call attention to Texas legislative and policy

issues.

The following Digital Advance analysis highlights social media trends we have seen over recent years and underlines

the importance of monitoring and framing the social media conversation around relevant issues.

About the Firm

Digital Advance (D | A) operates at the intersection of public affairs, digital media, and traditional communications

to help clients solve problems and achieve goals around complex policy issues. D | A uses proprietary digital
technology and draws on decades of experience in strategic communications and media, community and public

relations to:

Identify the most important influencers and persuasive messages;
Micro-target communications to key people and communities;
Create strategic plans tailored to clients’ specific needs; and

Establish benchmarks to track success.

Our clients include a range of corporations, associations, and public entities operating locally, statewide, and
nationally. We work with them to establish goals, define wins, provide critical research and intelligence, and develop

and execute winning campaigns and initiatives.




© Texas legislators on Twitter

Over the past year legislators have tweeted 92,319 times - an average of 252 tweets per day - and nearly every
legislator has a Twitter account (these tweets include any posts from legislators - not specifically the #TxLege
hashtag). The most active public officials are Representative Gene Wu, Representative Diego Bernal, Representative

Erin Zwiener, and Senator Kelly Hancock.

Top Hashtags
Not surprisingly, the most widely used hashtag is #TxLege, which was designated as the official hashtag of the state

legislature in the 2015 session. Some legislators use their districts as a hashtag, such as #HD70 freshman legislator
Mihaela Plesa. This can be helpful for catching a legislator’s attention about an event or news story in their district.

Top Hashtags Used By Legislators

txlege I 19,395
txwx [l 898
hd70 [ 808
txed ] 721
txIbc 616
texas [ 555
vote 1539
uvalde | 508
rgv [l 444
stxwx ] 424
txenergy ] 371
covid19 I 344
hd71 332
walleworld ] 308
collincounty § 290
hd102 [ 265
hounews | 262
portaransas [| 255
portaransastex [] 253
operationlonestar | 250
electionday | 248
txgovdebate | 241
sd27 | 238
melissalucio | 223
dallas 217
levelup | 212
teamabbott | 210
tx2022 | 209
sanantonio | 205
scotus | 202



Who Do Elected Officials Follow?

The following graph shows the top accounts followed by elected officials. Not surprisingly, Texas legislators largely
follow each other and former colleagues, along with reporters - especially the Texas Tribune. Third party groups
in this list include: Texas Public Policy Foundation, Texas Association of Business, Texans for Lawsuit Reform, Texas

Realtors PAC, Texas District and County Attorneys Association, Texas Association of Counties, and more.

Who Do Legislators Follow?

TexasTribune NN 148 o
quorumreport | 15 B Elected Official
PatrickSvitek | INNENEEEEE 145 Former Elected Official
GregAbbott_TX |, 1+ B Vedia
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FourPriceTX | 15
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James_E_White 125
DanHuberty 125

travisfortexas | 1+
rossramsey | 124
loiskolkhorst I 124




General Public

Public interest in Texas policy issues extends well beyond the state line, and included 1.3 million tweets that used

the #TxLege hashtag in 2022 (3.68K per day) and many others commenting on high-profile Texas issues more

generally.

Timeline

Twitter usage saw its heaviest spike around the Uvalde school shooting. Secondary but still significant spikes included
the baby formula shortage in May 2022, the February 2022 winter storm that took place one year after Uri, and the
October 2022 Texas Gubernatorial debate.
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Most Frequently Used Words

The Uvalde school shooting received far and away the most coverage, and tweets centered around school safety

and gun access/ability to purchase. Additional coverage included immigration, abortion/reproductive rights, and

parental control in schools.
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Audience

The Uvalde school shooting
received widespread coverage
in Texas, nationally, and RESIST RETIRED

internationally and many

retweeted content with the
#TxLege hashtag. Our analysis
found that a majority of those
commenting were “left leaning
voices” based on their Twitter bio
contents (e.g., “democrat,” “BLM,”
“liberal”). The bubble chart on the
right is a sample of top keywords

from those accounts.
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€ Facebook Ads

While most social media policy conversations among key influencers take place on Twitter, Facebook remains the

most widely used platform for the general public. This large reach makes it a popular choice for advertisers and

offers the added benefit of allowing for targeting specific demographic segments and locations.

To increase transparency, Facebook’s ad library now discloses all individuals and organizations running ads on the
platform, including the amount spent and target audience. The ad library is a highly useful tool for examining peer
and opposition messaging, targeting, and ad budget. The graph below shows what Texas-based organizations
(defined as those with Texas in their names) have spent more than $18 million on Facebook ads since 2018. This

includes a large presence by right-leaning and left-leaning groups, as well as third party organizations.
Top Facebook Advertisers

Texas Democratic Party

$1,759,072

Texas Public Policy Foundation $1,357,233

Let's Count Texas $860,793

Texas Destination Resort Alliance

$742,454

Texas Qil and Gas Association

$652,004

Republican Party of Texas $582,583

Texas Rising $455,360

Where They Stand Texas

$431,261

Texans for Natural Gas

$407,445

MOVE Texas $380,235

Texas Parks and Wildlife $331,273

ACLU of Texas

$310,152

Texas Precision Optics, Inc.

$295,006

Texas Coalition for State Parks $240,871

Texas Tax Protest $240,623

Progress Texas $240,399

Associated Republicans of Texas $239,588

Texas Organizing Project $219,835

Texans for Economic Liberty $213,782

Texans Vote $212,170

Texas Federation for Children PAC, Inc.

$201,696




© Snapchat

Snapchat represents a significant advertising opportunity for reaching voters 18-40 years old. The platform also

now provides an ad library with transparent insights into who advertisers are targeting and how much is being spent.

Snapchat saw some spending on the Texas elections and policy issues in 2022 with more than $160K in total
spending targeting Texans. Nearly all spending was done by progressive or left-leaning organizations, including
Planned Parenthood, Beto for Texas, Texas Freedom Network PAC, Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee, United We Dream Action, SEIU, Resource Media, and Voto Latino. Ads were run in English and Spanish
and largely targeted users under 40. (Unilever/Dove is included because of its Real Beauty campaign promoting the

Crown Act petition). Below are examples of these ads
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Top Snapchat campaigns targeting Texans in 2022

Beto for Texas $49,959

Planned Parenthood Federation of

) $44,065
America

Unilever $27,999

Service Employees Internation

) $23,257
Union

Texas Freedom Network PAC $10,825

United We Dream Action - $3,513

Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee

Whole Woman'’s Health I $1,312

Resource Media I $1,291

Voto Latino || $426




® TikTok

While Tik Tok has been banned from Texas government networks over privacy concerns, the platform can still

be accessed using personal data plans and continues to see widespread use overall. Directed primarily toward
Gen Z, influencers can go viral without even having accounts thanks to the use of hashtags. Despite the fact
that political /fundraising ads are banned on Tik Tok, 2022 saw several candidates making effective use of the

platform and gaining significant followings. Below are examples from candidates, elected officials, and activists.

Videos from candidates, elected officials, and activists
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©® Google Trends

Google Trends presents information about the searches that people make on Google’s search engine every day. By

taking a look at Google Trend's “Year in Search 2022,” we were able to examine one of the ways #TxLege-related

issues crossed over into other digital platforms beyond social media last year, even standing out in national rankings.

3Donde Votar?

High numbers of Spanish-speaking Texans - particularly in South Texas - sought voting information from Google in
2022. Both major political parties in Texas made unprecedented efforts to reach Latinos, particularly those residing
in the south. While it is difficult to connect a Google search to a voting action, we can ascertain that voting was

certainly on the minds of Spanish-speaking voters in South Texas, El Paso, and throughout much of the state.

While Texas didn’t rank very high in searches about “election results” (#39 and tying with Florida and California),

two major metropolitan areas in the Lone Star State stood out for having remarkably high interest in voting.

Google  Local Year in Search 2022 Copy link
Google Local Year in Search 2022 ‘

The San Antonio, TX area was the The Austin, TX area searched for

only place in the country with voting near me more than

early voting as its top trending anywhere else in the U.S. &
“near me” search &




Uvalde

Not surprisingly, the tragic May 24 school shooting in Uvalde struck a nerve throughout the country. For nearly two

weeks following the loss of 21 lives at Robb Elementary, Americans from Colorado to Massachusetts used Google to

find out how to help the South Texas community. While waves of support came in from cities in Texas, the outpouring

of support from outside Texas contributed to Uvalde’s #5 placement in the “How to Help...” category.
(How to help... Q) 1 Colorado .
How to help Ukraine” 2  Texas
2 How to help
inian refugees” S Bh —
_ T help abortion 4 New Jersey =
4 How to help Ukraine S Virginia —

5 How to help Uvalde?




ERCOT & The Texas Grid

The events surrounding the deadly blackouts from Winter Storm Uri and the onset of more frequent extreme weather
events have lead to ERCOT becoming a household name. Over the past two years, unprecedented spikes in
searches for “ERCOT”, as well as terms associated with grid failures such as “Texas grid” and “power outages”
correspond to key weather events like Winter Storm Uri, the July 2022 heat wave, and the powerful arctic front that

covered Texas in December 2022. The only other spikes we've seen were back in 2011, when a large part of the

state last saw rolling blackouts.

Interest Over Time

® ercot @ texas grid power outages
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N
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legislators” Social Media Handles
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Bryan Hughes
Bob Hall

Robert Nichols
Brandon Creighton
Charles Schwertner
Carol Alvarado
Paul Bettencourt
Angela Paxton
Kelly Hancock
Phil King

Mayed Middleton
Tan Parker

Borris Miles
Sarah Eckhardt
John Whitmire
Nathan Johnson
Joan Huffman
Lois Kolkhorst
Roland Gutierrez
Juan Chuy Hinojosa
Judith Zaffirini
Brian Birdwell
Royce West

Pete Flores
Donna Cambpell
Jose Menendez
Morgan LaMantia
Charles Perry
Cesar Blanco
Drew Springer
Kevin Sparks

@eSenBryanHughes
@SenatorBobHall
@eSenatorNichols
eCreightonForTX
eDrSchwertner

eCarolforTexas
eTeamBettencourt
eAngelaPaxtonTX
eKHancock4TX
ePhilkingTX
emayes_middleton
eTanParkerTX
@BorrisLMiles
esarah_eckhardt
ewhitmire_john
eNathanForTexas
ejoanhuffman
eloiskolkhorst
eRolandForTexas
eTxChuy
eJudithZaffirini
eSenatorBirdwell
eSenRoyceWest
ePeteFlores_TX
eDonnaCampbellTX
eMenendez4Texas
elamantia4texas
eelectcharles
eCesarJBlanco
eDrewSpringer
ekevinsparkstx
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Gary Van Deaver
Bryan Slaton

Cecil Bell Jr.

Cole Hefner

Matt Schaefer
Cody Harris

Trent Ashby

Brian Harrison
Travis Clardy

Kyle Kacal

Angelia Orr

John Raney

Steve Toth

Will Metcalf

Stan Gerdes

Ernest Bailes

Ellen Troxclair

Terry M. Wilson
Dade Phelan
Christian Manuel Hayes
Terri Leo Wilson
Greg Bonnen

Cody Thane Vasut
Jacey Jetton

Ron Reynolds

Gary Gates

Ed Thompson
Geanie W. Morrison
Ryan Guillen

Todd Hunter

Justin Holland

Abel Herrero

Oscar Longoria
Sergio Mufioz Jr.
Janie Lopez

Erin Elizabeth Gamez
Armando Martinez
Terry Canales
Bobby Guerra
Richard Pefia Raymond

JM. Lozano

House on T

aGaryVanDeaver
eBryanforHD2
eCBellJr
aColeHefnerTX
eRepMatiSchaefer
eCodyforTexas
eTrentAshbyTX
ebrianeharrison
aetravisfortexas
eKyleKacal
eAngeliaOrrForTX
eRaneyForTexas
aToth_4_Texas
awillmetcalfTX
eStanGerdesforTX
eBailesfortx
eEllenTroxclair
eTerryWilsonTX
eDadePhelan
eChristian4Texas
aTerriLeoWilson
eDrGregBonnen
acvasut
eJaceyletton
eronereynolds
eGatesforTexas
eRepEdThompson
aGeanieWMorrison
eRyanGuillen
etoddahunter
ejustinaholland
eRepAbelHerrero
aReplongoria
eSergioMunozlr
aJanielopezForTX
eGRep38
eandoconmando3?
eTerryCanales40
eRDBobbyGuerra
eRapRaymond
eRepJMLozano
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John Kuempel

Erin Zwiener

Sheryl Cole

Vikki Goodwin
Donna Howard

Gina Hinojosa
James Talarico
Maria Luisa Flores
Caroline Harris

Brad Buckley

Hugh D. Shine
Charles "Doc" Anderson
DeWayne Burns
Shelby Slawson
Glenn Rogers
Fredrick Frazier
Reggie Smith

Ben Bumgarner

Lynn Stucky

Kronda Thimesch
Matt Shaheen

Jeff Leach

David Spiller

James Frank

Mihaela Elizabeth Plesa
Stan Lambert

Drew Darby

Carrie Isaac

Eddie Morales Jr.
Mary E. Gonzdlez
Suleman Lalani
Evelina "Lina" Ortega
Joe Moody

Claudia Ordaz Perez
Brooks Landgraf

Tom Craddick

Dustin Burrows

Carl Tepper

Stan Kitzman

Four Price

Ken King

arepjohnkuempel
eErinForYall
eSherylColel
@VikkiGoodwinTX
@eDonnaHowardTX
eGinaForAustin
ejamestalarico
eVoteluluFlores
eCarolineForTX
eBradBuckleyDVM
eShineforTexas
eDocAndersondTX
eBurnsForTexas
@ShelbySlawson
eRogersForTexas
eFrazierForTexas
eReggiedTx
eBumgarner4HD43
@RepLynnStucky
eKrondaForTexas
eMattShaheen
eleachfortexas
eDavidSpillerTX
eReplamesFrank
eplesafortexas
eRepStanLambert
eDrewDarbyTX
eCarrielsaac
emoralesfortexas
eRepMaryGonzalez
eDoctorlalani
elinadtexas
emoodyforelpaso
eCordazPerez
eBrooksLandgraf
eTomCraddick2
@Burrows4TX
eCarlTepper
eStanKitzmanTX
@FourPriceTX

eKenForTexas
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89  Candy Noble @CandyNobleHD89 R 131 Alma A. Allen AlmaAllen13] D
90  Ramon Romero Jr. eRepRamonRomero D 132 Mike Schofield eRepSchofield R
21 Stephanie Klick eStephanieKlick R 133 Mane DeAyala eManoForStateRep R
92  Salman Bhojani @BhojaniForTexas D 134 Ann Johnson @VoteAnnJohnson D
93 Nate Schatzline eNathanielSchatz R 135 Joe E. Rosenthal eJon_RosenthalTX D
94 Tony Tinderholt ereptinderholt R 136 John H. Bucy Il eBucyForTexas D
95 Nicole Collier aNicoleCollier?5 D 137 Gene Wu eGeneforTexas D
96  David Cook eDavidCookTexas R 138 Lacey Hull elaceyHullTx R
97  Craig Goldman eGoldmanCraig R 139 Jarvis D. Johnson ejarvisjohnsontx D
98 Giovanni Capriglione @VoteGiovanni R 140 Armando Lucio Walle eRepWalle D
99  Charlie Grene echarliegeren R 14 Senfronia Thompson eSenfronia4Texas D
100 Venton C. Jones @VentonJonesTX D 142 Harold V. Dutto Jr. eRepHaroldDutton D
101 Chris Turner @ChrisGTurner D 143 Ana Hernandez eAnaHdzTx D
102  Ana-Maria Ramos eRamos4Texas D 144 Mary Ann Peres erepmaryann D
103 Rafael M. Anchia @RafaelAnchia D 145 Christina Morlaes eRepMoralesl45 D
104 Jessica Gonzdlez ejessicafortexas D 146 Shawn Nicole Thierry eRepThierryl46 D
105  Thresa "Terry" Meza eTerryforTexas D 147 Jolanda Jones eJonesJolanda D
106  Jared Patterson eJaredLPatterson R 148 Penny Morales Shaw eVotePennyShaw D
107 Victoria Neave eVictoria4Texas D 149 Hubert Vo eHubertVol49 D
108  Morgan Meyer eMorganMeyerTX R 150 Valoree Swanson eValoreeforTexas R
109 Carl Sherman eCarlOShermanTX D
110 Toni Rose @RepToniRoseTX D
N2 Angie Chen Button @AngieChenButton R
113 Rhetta Andrews Bowers eRhettaForHDI3 D
114 John Bryant ajohnbryantfortx D
N5 Julie Johnson ajuliejohnsonTX D
16 Trey Martinez Fischer aTMFtx D
n7 Philip Cortez @CortezPhilip D
18  John Lujan eLujanForTX R
N9 Elizabeth "Liz" Campos eVotelizCampos D
120  Barbara Gervin-Hawkins eGervinHawkins D
121 Steve Allison estevenallison33 R
122 Mark Dorazio eDorazioforTexas R
125 Diego Bernal aDiegoBernalTX D
124 Josey Garcia aloseyforHD124 D
125 Ray lopez eraylopezfortx D
126  E.Sam Harless @SamHarless126 R
127 Charles Cunningham aCharlesTX127 R
128 Briscoe Cain eRepBriscoeCain R
129 Dennis Paul @DennisPaull29 R
130 Tom Oliverson @TomQliverson R
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Bryan Hughes
Brandon Creighton
Charles Schwertner
Carol Alvarado
Paul Bettencourt
Angela Paxton
Kelly Hancock
Mayed Middleton
Tan Parker

Borris Miles
Sarah Eckhardt
John Whitmire
Nathan Johnson
Lois Kolkhorst
Roland Gutierrez
Judith Zaffirini
Royce West

Pete Flores
Donna Cambpell
Jose Menendez
Morgan LaMantia
Cesar Blanco
Drew Springer
Kevin Sparks

eSenBryanHughes

eCreightonForTX
eDrSchwertner
eCarolforTexas
eTeamBettencourt
eAngelaPaxtonTX
eKHancock4TX
emayes_middleton
eTanParkerTX
eBorrisLMiles
esarah_eckhardt
ewhitmire_john
eNathanForTexas
eloiskolkhorst
@RolandForTexas
eJudithZaffirini
eSenRoyceWest
ePeteFlores_TX
eDonnaCampbellTX
eMenendez4Texas
elamantia4texas
eCesarJBlanco
eDrewSpringer

ekevinsparkstx
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Gary Van Deaver
Cecil Bell Jr.
Travis Clardy
Kyle Kacal

Will Metcalf
Stan Gerdes
Ernest Bailes
Ellen Troxclair
Dade Phelan
Greg Bonnen
Ron Reynolds
Ryan Guillen
Todd Hunter
Justin Holland
Abel Herrero
Cscar Longoria
Bobby Guerra
Richard Pefia Raymond
Erin Zwiener
Sheryl Cole

Vikki Goodwin
Donna Howard
Gina Hinojosa
James Talarico
Brad Buckley
Hugh D. Shine
Shelby Slawson
Glenn Rogers
Reggie Smith
Lynn Stucky
Kronda Thimesch
Matt Shaheen
Jeff Leach

David Spiller
James Frank
Mihaela Elizabeth Plesa
Carrie Isaac
Eddie Morales Jr.
Mary E. Gonzdlez
Claudia Ordaz Perez
Brooks Landgraf
Dustin Burrows

Candy Noble

egaryvandeavercampaign

ebelljr.cecil
etravisfortexas
eKyleKacal
emetcalfforhd1$
emr_gerdes
eernestbailes
eellentroxclair
eDadePhelan
eDrGregBonnen
ercnereynolds
eRyanGuillen
etoddahunter
ejustinaholland
eRepAbelHerrero
@Replongoria
evotebobbyguerra
erepraymondtx
eerinforyall
esherylfortexas
evikkigoodwintx
eteamhowardtx
eginahinojosaatx
ejamestalarico
ebradbuckleyfortexas
eshinefortexas
eshelby.slawson
erogersfortexas
ereggieforixhouse
ereplynnstucky
ekrondafortexas
emattshaheengop
ejeffleachtx
erepdavidspiller
erepresentativefrank
eplesafortexas
ecarrieisaacfortexas
emoralesfortexas
emarygonzaleztx_75
ecordazperez
abrookslandgraf
eburrowsdtexas

ecandynoble

R

0 U U U U U ™ U U U X X VW X W XV O X X0 RO X WO XXX O XD NV W AN N RO AW RO RN

101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109

113

15

116

17

118
1%
120
122
123
125
126
128
130
133
134
135
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139
140
141
142
144
145
146
147

Ramon Romero Jr.
Salman Bhojani

Nate Schatzline
Nicole Collier

Craig Goldman
Giovanni Capriglione
Chris Turner
Ana-Maria Ramos
Rafael M. Anchia
Jessica Gonzdlez
Thresa "Terry" Meza
Jared Patterson
Victoria Neave
Morgan Meyer

Carl Sherman

Rhetta Andrews Bowers
Julie Johnson

Trey Martinez Fischer
Philip Cortez

John Lujan

Elizabeth "Liz" Campos
Barbara Gervin-Hawkins
Mark Dorazio

Diego Bernal

Ray Lopez

E. Sam Harless
Briscoe Cain

Tom Oliverson

Mano DeAyala

Ann Johnson

Joe E. Rosenthal
John H. Bucy Il

Gene Wu

Lacey Hull

Jarvis D. Johnson
Armando Lucio Walle
Senfronia Thompson
Harold V. Dutto Jr.
Mary Ann Peres
Christina Morlaes
Shawn Nicole Thierry

Jolanda Jones

erepramonromero
ebhojanifortexas
enateschatzline
enicolecollier?5
egoldmancraig
evotegiovanni
@chrisgfumer
eramos4texashdi02
erafaelanchia
ajessicafortexas
eterryfortexas
ejared|patterson
evictoriadtexas
emorganmeyerfexas
ecarloshermantx
erhettaforhdl13
ejuliejohnsontexas
atreyfortx
erep.philipcortez
evotelujan
evotelizcampos
eteamgervinhawkins
adoraziofortexas
ediegobernalix
eraylopezfortx
esamharless126
ebriscoecain
edrtomoliversontx
emanoforstaterep
evoteannjohnson
ejon_rosenthaltx
ebucyfortexas
egenefortexas
elaceyhullfortexas
erepjarvisjohnson
erepwalletx
erep_senfronia_thompson
eharoldduttonfordistl42
erepmaryannperez
erepmoralesl45
erepthierryl46

ejolandajones
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Greg Abbott

Dan Patrick

Ken Paxton

Glenn Hegar
Dawn Buckingham
Sid Miller

Wayne Christian
Christi Craddick
Jim Wright

Greg Abbott

Dan Patrick

Ken Paxton

Glenn Hegar
Dawn Buckingham
Sid Miller

Wayne Christian

Christi Craddick

eGovAbbott
eDanPatrick
eKenPaxtonTX
@Glenn_Hsgar
eDrBuckinghamTX
eMillerFor exas
@ChristianForTX
eChristiCraddick
elimWright4Texas

eGovAbbott
eltgovtx
ekenpaxtontx
ehegarglenn
edawnbuckingham
emillerfortexas
echristianfortx

achristicraddick
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